


:ﬁ INTRODUCTION

e Borough of Washington (“Borough”) is located
in the southern portion of Warren County, and
is surrounded by Washington Township in all
four directions. e Borough is a “crossroads”
community with its downtown located at the
intersection of Routes 31 and 57, two major
roadways in the region. e Borough’'s downtown is
a prominent, if underutilized, center of commercial
activity, providing goods and services to several
nearby municipalities.

e Borough's location is in close proximity to
several major transportation links. e Morris
Canal ran along the north end of the Borough,
while the Morris & Essex Railroad ran along its
southern end. Much of the development of the
Borough’s downtown can be attributed to the
generation of a niche market in the late 19" Century
to the early 20" Century. At that time the Borough
served as a hub for the manufacturing of musical
instruments, primarily organs and pianos. Several
of the Borough’s Victorian style homes and public
buildings were built during this period.

e automobile made the Borough more accessible
to and from the Leigh High Valley and New York
City.  ese areas gradually became employment
centers for Borough residents. Several apartment
complexes and residential buildings were
constructed during the later part of the 20%
Century to serve a growing population.

e Borough eventually faced a decline due to
the development of strip shopping malls and
supermarkets along major highways. In addition,
rapid growth of big-box commercial stores
increased automotive usage, scarcity of parking and
suburban sprawl. Large commercial supermarkets
are located in the immediate vicinity of the
Borough, several shopping malls provide retail -
shopping alternatives to the Borough's downtown

and 2 multiplex cinemas in Mansfield Township
and Pohatcong Township provide entertainment
alternatives. Several big box stores are within 9
miles of the Borough and several regional malls are
located within a 45 minute drive from the Borough.

ese local and regional alternatives provide
intense competition and have negatively impacted
the Borough's downtown.

To combat the downturn of the downtown, the
Borough embarked on arevitalization missioninthe
business district. In furtherance of that mission, the
Borough produced the Downtown Revitalization
Plan in 2002 that outlines a vision and action plan
for revitalizing the downtown business district
(“Downtown”).

is Downtown Redevelopment Plan translates
prior e orts into a regulatory blueprint for the
physical configuration, design and development of
the various sub areas that will form the rejuvenated
Downtown. is Plan combines the ideas obtained
from the intensive public input process with the
information and recommendations secured from
previous planning e orts.

Redevelopment pursuant to this Plan presents
an opportunity to enhance a traditional town
center with vibrant streetscapes, quality open
space, pedestrian comfort, and adequate parking.
The Downtown will offer what its competition
cannot: a spirit of community and inextricable
charm.






